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It was my privilege to represent the Catholic 
Renewal Network of Alberta  and host the bi-
annual meeting of Catholic Charismatic Re-
newal Services of Canada  (CCRSC); which was 
attended by the chairman Rev. Fr. Peter Coughlin, 
Pierre Roy (B.C.), Gerard MacDonald and Greg 
Moulaison (Atlantic Region), Rev. Mr. Armand 
Danis (Ontario), Hal Horwood (English Quebec), 
Peter Thompson (ICCRS North America) and my-
self. 

Having to take on the organizational aspects 
from our previous chairperson, Charleen Thore-
son, was not difficult because of her great effi-
ciency; and so hosting the meeting was a pleas-
ure. Their acceptance of me was excellent, and I 
was even allowed to play and sing in our praise 
sessions. 

Some of the highlights were our: 

�  Meeting with Janelle and Jason Reinhart on 
the needs of our youth; 

�  Meeting with Archbishop Thomas Collins, 
who showed great support; 

�  Meeting and Mass with the Charismatic Re-
newal people at Assumption Church; 

�  Life in the Spirit Retreat for Parishes pro-
gram upcoming; 

�  Outing for dinner at “The Mansion” and a 
brief visit to West Edmonton Mall and an 
excellent interview with Ramón González of 
Western Catholic Reporter (see article on 
Fr. Peter Coughlin, page 3). 

It is good to know that we are a part of the 
“Greater Charismatic Renewal”, and we are 
blessed to have such great but humble people 
representing us nationwide and at the Vatican. 
Please pray that the Lord will continue to bless us 
with grace and wisdom. 

� Tony Janssen 
Chairman, Pastoral Team 
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The Charismatic Renewal in Canada �
(Part 4) 

 

With his apostolic letter Novo Millennium 
Ineunte, Pope John Paul II has charted a 
veritable ‘navigational’ course for the 
Church as it sets out on a new millennium. 
With that letter, he effectively turned the 
eyes of the People of God toward the future 
in anticipation of the challenges that await 
us. In a similar forward-looking spirit, we 
now turn our attention to some of the chal-
lenges facing the Charismatic Renewal that 
we foresee in the years ahead.   

 

(1)  The question of healing services   

While recognizing that healing has be-
come an integral part of the life and ministry 
of the Charismatic Renewal, and that over 
the years many individuals have benefited 
from the healing power of the Spirit, we 
should bear in mind that the healing gifts of 
the Church are not restricted to charismatic 
healings. The Canadian Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, in its 1983 pastoral mes-
sage, New Hope in Christ, spoke of a diver-
sity of available healing ministries in the 
Church:     

Some people bring wholeness 
through carrying their own suffering. 
Others, building on nature, have 
brought their medical skills under the 
aegis of Christ. Still others have re-
ceived the rare gift of charismatic 
healing. All of these gifts are cele-
brated and summed up, as it were, 
in the sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick where the Church’s ministry 
of healing is joined with its ministry 

of reconciliation.
[4]  

The rich potential of these various forms 
of healing ministry in the Church should be 
promoted and celebrated, to the exclusion 
of none.   

A healing prayer service must not be in-
troduced or take place within the existing 
Eucharistic celebration. The Eucharist has 
its own ritual structure that must be re-
spected. A healing prayer service, however, 
could conceivably be held before or after 
Mass for those who desired or needed such 
a healing prayer service. Healing always 
entails a social dimension, as do all forms of 
reconciliation. Indeed it would be wonderful 
if prayers for healing and reconciliation were 
to become a normal everyday occurrence, 
especially in our Christian families. Prayer 
for healing is the birthright of every baptized 
Christian and is not restricted to ordained 
ministers. When an anointing takes place in 
a charismatic healing service, it is important 

to make perfectly clear to the faithful that 
this is not a sacramental anointing. Hence 
when oil is used in the non-sacramental 
anointing of a healing prayer service, care 
must be taken to clearly differentiate it from 
the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. 

 

(2)  Support and involvement of priests   

 The members and leaders of the Char-
ismatic Renewal have frequently expressed 
the desire and need for greater support and 
involvement of priests in the Renewal. This 
desire is expressed in terms of the Re-
newal’s increasing need for spiritual direc-
tion and guidance. So much has changed 
since the beginning of the Charismatic Re-
newal in Canada that at this stage of its 
maturation, members often feel bereft of the 
help and support they would need in our 
rapidly changing world. There can be no 
doubt that spiritual direction is in great de-
mand today in every sector of life. It is no 
longer viewed, like it perhaps was in the 
past, as a spiritual luxury available to only a 
few religious men and women. Spiritual di-
rection is regarded today as an essential 
component of the life of faith by an ever-in-
creasing number of lay faithful. It is some-
thing they need and are demanding with 
greater frequency – and rightly so! In addi-
tion, many express the need for guidance 
when faced with issues such as the New 
Age movement, the esoteric, the occult, and 
other spiritualistic trends that are present in 
today’s society.  

On the other hand, with the growing 
shortage of priests in many dioceses, the 
number of pastoral demands now being 
placed on priests has increased considera-
bly. Nor can one expect a priest today to be 
an expert in dealing with every problematic 
issue that arises in today’s society – much 
less have all the answers to these. While 
there is generally much ‘good will’ and ‘mu-
tual sympathy’ on the part of both the Char-
ismatic Renewal and priests generally, the 
need for closer collaboration remains. Ways 
must be found to meet this challenge, 
something that most certainly requires on 
everyone’s part an even “greater creativity 
of charity,” as called for by Pope John Paul 

II.
[5]

 

We therefore urge all priests and semi-
narians to study and make every effort to 
become ever more proficient in the art of 
spiritual direction. Faith is an arduous jour-
ney in the best of times, but today more 
than ever the lay faithful require competent 
guides and mentors in the ways of the 
Spirit. Today’s spiritual director must pay 
close attention to God’s presence in the life 
of the directee and assist that person in in-
tegrating prayer and life, contemplation and 
action, faith and justice. Is this growing 
hunger for spiritual direction not one of the 
new “signs of the times”? Could it be a 
providential sign that we are being invited to 
re-think our ministerial priorities? We feel 
that herein lies a fresh opportunity to ac-
company and journey with those faithful 
who are searching, to help them discover 
the deepest treasure of their hearts, 
namely, the beauty and depths of the grace 
already given to them at baptism.   
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August 12: 
Guest Speaker: 

Claudia Domingo 
Hosting Prayer Groups: 

Holy Trinity  (Stony Plain) & 
Circle of Life  

Music Ministry: 
Day Spring, C.C.R.  

	
	

September 9: 
Guest Speaker: 

Linda Saritori 
Hosting Prayer Group: 

Assumption Prayer Group 
Music Ministry: 

Day Spring, C.C.R.  
 

Tickets: $12 per person (Full buffet) 
 

For tickets, call 
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Renewal movement helps create a closer relationship with Jesus  

   
By "#�$�
���%&'�%
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Father Peter Coughlin probably wouldn't be 
a priest today if it weren't for the charismatic 
renewal movement. Back in the late 1960s, 
priests were abandoning the Church in droves 
and Coughlin, who had been ordained in 1967, 
was feeling the pressure.  

"I never had a doubt about my priesthood, 
but 35 priests that I knew had left so I was 
wondering if I would be next," he recalled in a 
recent interview.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But rather than just jumping ship, Coughlin, 
in 1971, turned to a priest who seemed dif-
ferent and who was doing alright. "I wanted 
what he had and he gave it to me," he said. 
The priest invited him to a charismatic prayer 
session and people laid hands on him, bap-
tizing him in the Spirit.  

!��
��
������!��
��
������!��
��
������!��
��
������� ���
"The movement saved my priesthood; it 

gave me a focus," he admitted. "The next day I 
was different."  

Since then, Coughlin has dedicated his life 
to the charismatic renewal movement and has 
crisscrossed the country, preaching the word 
and leading healing ministries. His faith is sim-
ple and can be summarized by the words of a 
bumper sticker: "If God says it, I believe it and 
that settles it."  

He has been working full time for the re-
newal movement for the past eight years and 
is national chair of the movement in Canada. 
He is also pastor of St. Andrew's Parish in 
Oakville, Ont., a parish with 3,000 families.  

Coughlin, 65, was in Edmonton for a na-
tional meeting of charismatic leaders from 13 
different regions in Canada April 27-28. During 
his visit, he also met with Archbishop Thomas 
Collins and celebrated Mass at Assumption 
Parish April 27. 

He spoke with the WCR April 28 along with 
three other leaders: Tony Janssen of Edmon-
ton, Gerard MacDonald of Mount Stewart, 
P.E.I., and Hal Horwood of Montreal. 

The leaders described the Catholic Charis-
matic Renewal as a movement that seeks to 
foster an awareness of the gift of God's Spirit 
and to help people develop a deeper personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ.  

"Charismatic Catholics are people who have 
fallen in love with the Holy Spirit," Coughlin 
said.  

"I think we have an improved relationship 
with the Lord," added Horwood, who leads the 
movement in English-speaking Montreal. 

The movement is growing in Canada as 
people seek a deeper relationship with God, 
the four leaders said.  

They couldn't provide specific numbers "be-
cause people come and go," but said more 
than one million people have been baptized in 
the Spirit in Canada and between two and 
three million have been involved with the 
movement in some way over the years, from 
attending conferences and prayer meetings to 
healing Masses.  

"������������"������������"������������"������������� ���
The movement, which has been in Canada 

since 1968, is present in almost all dioceses 
and priests and bishops through-out the coun-
try support its activities.  

But Coughlin said some priests still see the 
movement as a threat, mainly because its 
members are far more expressive than other 
Catholics. Members are known to lift their 
hands in praise, pray loudly and sing with 
genuine joy. Once a pastor made a fuss be-
cause a woman opened her hands during the 
Our Father, noted Coughlin.  

Because charismatics believe in the biblical 
concept of spiritual gifts, including speaking in 
tongues, prophesying and physical healing, 
some priests see the movement with suspi-
cion, dismissing it as Pentecostalism.  

But slowly, over the years, the movement 
has been gaining respect and support, in part 
because they are active and in part because 
the late Pope John Paul II always praised its 
works. He once referred to it as a "new spring-
time" that brings conversions and priestly vo-
cations to the Church.  

In Edmonton, where between 160 to 200 
people attend weekly prayer breakfasts and 
there are at least 20 charismatic prayer 
groups, Archbishop Thomas Collins paid a visit 
and spoke to charismatic Catholics soon after 
becoming bishop.  

"At one point, the charismatic renewal was 
measured by the number of people attending 
prayer meetings, but the renewal is much lar-
ger than that," noted Coughlin.  

In Canada the charismatic renewal move-
ment publishes magazines, news-papers and 
books, and produces radio and television 

shows. It also runs retreats and seminars, 
some of which have caught the attention of the 
Church at large. 

Over the years, many parishes throughout 
Canada have been offering the charismatic 
New Life in The Spirit Seminar, a spiritual de-
velopment process that seeks to lead partici-
pants into a deeper and more intimate rela-
tionship with God by making them more aware 
of and more open to the power and the action 
of the Holy Spirit in their lives. 

The focus of the retreat, which is rooted in 
Scripture and supported by teachings from the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church and papal 
encyclicals, is to renew parishes by helping 
members experience the grace of the Holy 
Spirit.  

 

Pope John Paul once described this ex-
perience as "a grace directed to sanctify all 
people, to renew in them the taste for prayer, 
and to discover with the Holy Spirit the sense 
of thankfulness, of joyful praise, of confident 
intercession, and be converted into a new 
fountain of evangelization."  

Several thousand people in the Edmonton 
Archdiocese have taken the Life in the Spirit 
Seminar, noted Janssen. Those who have 
taken the retreat are using it to renew their 
parish and to implement the archbishop's pro-
gram for the archdiocese.  
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"We are alive and well in Canada and 

around the world," Coughlin said.  

Charismatic Catholics are not a threat to 
anybody because they live lives of service like 
any ordinary Catholic, noted MacDonald, who 
coordinates the movement in Atlantic Canada.  

He said charismatic Catholics in his region 
are involved in everything from youth pro-
grams to service to the poor.  

And in many parishes they are involved as 
cantors, readers and Eucharistic ministers. 
"We are not the perceived threat we are made 
out to be," MacDonald said. "We are just 
Catholics who are open to what the Lord 
wants to give us through the power of the 
Spirit, whatever that might be."  
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Continued from Page 2 

(3)  The question of leadership   

 As the Charismatic Renewal prepares to 
“launch out into the deep” of a new millen-
nium, it does well to re-examine the manner 
in which its leaders come to assume and 
discharge their duties. Many have observed 
that after thirty-five years, the Charismatic 
Renewal in Canada has lost some of its 
original vitality, that commitment to the Re-
newal has diminished, and that some lead-
ers at the local prayer group level are get-
ting tired after years of leading these 
groups. Might the prolonged burden of lead-
ership at the local level not be one reason 
why the Renewal has lost some of its initial 
vitality, dynamism and capacity to attract the 
younger members of the ecclesial commu-
nity?   

To be sure, good leadership and govern-
ance are also among the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. In his letter to the Romans (12:6-8), 
St. Paul reminds us that the office of leader 
is a vocation, a gift from the Holy Spirit. 
However, such a gift requires on-going for-
mation in the skills of effective leadership. 
God works with nature and not counter to 
nature, as the age-old scholastic saying 
goes, which means that we are to cooperate 
with God’s gifts with all the human know-
how and skills available to us. Thus a peri-
odic review and evaluation of just how – and 
how well! – leadership in the Charismatic 
Renewal is actually assumed, maintained, 
exercised, and eventually passed on to a 
younger generation is of critical importance. 
Without such a continued re-assessment of 
its leadership, a movement can lose its ini-
tial vitality, élan, and contagious appeal. 
Such an honest review would re-examine 
the criteria by which leaders are chosen, the 
manner in which they exercise this respon-
sibility, the extent to which they are afforded 
opportunity for on-going formation, the time-
frame of their tenure in office, and the pro-
cedure or mechanism by which a smooth 
and timely transfer of leadership can take 
place within the movement.  

A leader is a person whose main concern 
is effectiveness, i.e., whether the right things 
and directions have been established to 
encourage people to live up to their full po-
tential. The leader understands that sus-
tained long-term results cannot be achieved 
by ordering people to do things. Leadership 
involves acting in a manner in which people 
willingly follow. This requires the ability to 
plan, organize, co-ordinate, and guide. This 
is especially true today since a leader must 
deal with accelerated change, a diversity of 
cultures, high expectations on the part of the 
members, and an ever-continuing challenge 
regarding resources, both human and finan-
cial. Attention given to these basic human 

leadership skills does not jeopardize the 
gifts and spontaneous promptings of the 
Holy Spirit; on the contrary, the develop-
ment of these leadership skills can only 
enhance and complement the workings of 
the Spirit.  

A good Christian leader is not only a 
good manager, but also one who “bears 
witness” to the Gospel in and through his or 
her life. This is especially what gives a 
leader a compellingly attractive force. As 
Pope John Paul II insisted: “United to 
Christ, the ‘great prophet’ (Lk 7:16), and in 
the Spirit made witnesses of the Risen 
Christ, the lay faithful…are called to allow 
the newness and the power of the gospel 
to shine out everyday in their family and 
social life.”[6] Immersed as they are in the 
world, which is their normal working milieu, 
the lay faithful are expected to manifest 
Christ though the witness of their life of 
faith, hope and charity. Indeed their ability 
to bear witness in the world is all the 
greater if their lives radiate personal holi-
ness, since “holiness is the greatest testi-
mony of the dignity conferred on a disciple 
of Christ.”[7]  
(4)  The question of on-going formation   

Not only is the formation of group leaders 
of particular importance, but it is becoming 
increasingly obvious, in our rapidly chang-
ing times, that on-going formation must 
also be provided for the rank-and-file 
membership of every ecclesial movement – 
indeed for all the lay faithful. In his apos-
tolic exhortation Christifideles Laici, Pope 
John Paul II went to great length to insist 
that the formation of the lay faithful be 
placed among the priorities of every dio-
cese. “The more we are formed,” he said, 
“and the more we feel the need to pursue 
and deepen our formation, still more will we 
be formed and be rendered capable of 
forming others.”

[8] Chapter V of this apos-
tolic exhortation is entirely devoted to the 
many interrelated aspects of what Pope 
John Paul calls a “totally integrated forma-
tion” of the faithful. The various compo-
nents of such a formation, he explains, 
include the following: spiritual formation, 
doctrinal formation, the indispensable need 
to have a more exact knowledge of the 
Church’s social teaching, as well as the 
cultivation of human values.  

We urge the members of the Charismatic 
Renewal and all the faithful to make greater 
use of the many scriptural and theological 
resources that are presently available. In 
today’s pluralistic world, where so many 
conflicting views and opinions hold sway, 
the need for on-going formation in theology 
is obvious. This is especially true in view of 

the way people interpret the Bible today. 
There are those who interpret Scripture in a 
fundamentalist, overly literalist manner, 
while others interpret Scripture in an overly 
subjective manner. To avoid this twin pitfall, 
a sound theological formation is necessary. 
Theology is “faith seeking understanding,” 
and therefore it seeks to probe and better 
understand our faith, to better express it 
and thus account for the hope that is in us 
(Cf. 1 Pet 3:15).   

The Theology Commission of the Cana-
dian Conference of Catholic Bishops has 
recently created a Web site that offers a 
rich resource to assist in this on-going for-
mation: http://theology.cccb.ca/   Here you 
will find helpful group discussion models, 
meditations, and questions on all the major 
themes of Pope John Paul II’s apostolic 
letter Novo Millennium Ineunte. In addition, 
there are many theological resources avail-
able that can help one achieve a more “in-
tegrated formation.” Special attention 
should also be given, the Pope reminds us, 
to the local culture in which we live and 
work: “The formation of Christians will take 
the greatest account of local human culture, 
which contributes to formation itself.”[9] In 
this context, culture is seen as “the com-
mon good of every people, the expression 
of its dignity, liberty and creativity, and the 
testimony of its course through history.”[10]  

CONCLUSION 
 

We repeat here, for the benefit of all Ca-
nadian Catholics, the concluding words of 
the first message we addressed to you in 
1970 on the Charismatic Renewal:   

Remain attentive to the Spirit. He 
alone can bring to completion, in 
ways no human hand can trace in 
advance, our common efforts to 
build tomorrow’s Church.   

This pastoral exhortation is just as relevant 
today as when we first uttered these words 
some thirty-three years ago. It might be 
said that they take on an even greater ur-
gency today as we launch out, together, on 
the uncertain waters of a new millennium.   
   

Pentecost 2003 
 

 
[4] CCCB, New Hope in Christ, 1983, no. 

26. 
[5] John Paul II, Novo Millennium Ineunte, 

no. 50. 
[6] John Paul II, Apostolic Exhortation 

Christifideles Laici, 14. 
[7] Ibid, 16. 
[8] Ibid,  63. 
[9] Idem. 

[10] Christifideles Laici, no. 44. 
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On Saturday May 6, 

2006, we had the 
pleasure of having 
Fr. Fernando Suarez 
of the Companions of 
the Cross, Ottawa, 
celebrating Mass at 
the Catholic Renewal 
Centre and then 
giving a talk on “Obstacles to our Heal-
ing” . 

 
During his time in Edmonton Fr. Fer-

nando also celebrated Masses on Satur-
day and Sunday evenings at Annuncia-
tion Church and prayed for healing over 
each and everyone; both services were 
very well attended. 

 
Fr. Fernando ministry of “healing” has 

taken him across Canada and a number 
of places around the world. We are 
planning on having him again next year 
– when availability is open! 
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I am God's image.  
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I am the Temple of God. 
�	�
�����#8�"�	�
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I am the residence of the Father & the Son. 
9���� �"��




I am given to Jesus by the Father. 
9����2�#�

�

I am very good. 
7���������

�

I am known by the Father before I was conceived. 
������:���8�9�
����(�

�

I am a brother/sister of Jesus. 
;�
<����(�

�

I am a son/daughter of the Father. 
��9��������8�
����/��#�

�

I am saved by the love of the Lord. 
��9��� �2��"�
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I am chosen by God, a Royal priest. 
	�������"8��������"�:�

�

Through Christ I am revealed in glory. 
	����� �

�

My body is a member of Christ's body. 
��	�
��#��(��
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I am bought with the perfect price. 
�	�
��2�"��
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I am an heir to the Kingdom of Heaven. 
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God lives in me! 
"�	�
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Tony Janssen  
    (Chairman)        (cell) 

963-4348 
719-6581 

Cory Yakimovich  
(secretary) 

484-3663 

Gerry DeCruyenaere 
(Treasurer) 

455-4470 

Joe Charbonneau 
                              (cell) 

462-0783 
231-2206 

Edwidge Gouin 437-3458 
Susana Hung 996-1295 
Julie Papp 435-1848 
Mapalad Santera  461-9539 
Mary Serniak 453-3420 
Don Tychkowsky 468-9392 
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Sept. 29, 2006 at 7:00 to 9:30 PM 

& 
Sept. 30, 2006 at 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

 
 

 
 

“Joys of a New Catholic” 
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THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT 
				
				

“Be Not Afraid” 
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St. Andrew’s Catholic Church 

Auditorium  
12810-111 Ave Edmonton, AB 

 
 

  
 
 
 

“Veni Creator Spiritus” 
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Sponsored by: 
Catholic Renewal  Services 

(780) 428-1601 
$35.00 per Person 

Lunch included 

���������������������������� ����
 

���������	��
�����
�����	�
�����
�������������������������	����� �
�����������������
��
������������������
���
�������
��
��������
�������
���������
��
���������������
���������
�
�����������
��������������
��������	�����
������
 ��
��������
�
���	��������������������
�� ������
���������������!�������������
� �
� �����
��������������
��������� ���"�������������	�����
������	�
�����������
��������
��������	���������������	������
����������
��������
�����
����������������
������������������������
 

���������	
����
��
�
 �
Copyright Ó 1997 

���������	�
����
��
���������	
����
��������
���������
������������	

�
����	�	����
�������������������
���������
�������	����������������
�������	
����������

���������	
����
��������
���������
��
���������
���
����������������������������
�
���������������
������������
��
�������	
����������

���������	
����
��������
��������������������������
��
������	
�� �	��
��������
��!������
������ 
�����"���

�
��������������
�������	
����������

���������	
����
��������
��	
���� ��"
����#	����"
����
$�
�
 ����"�������������������

�
�������������	"��
������������������

� �
�������	
��������� ��

��
����
������ �

��������	�
��������	�
��������	�
��������	�
 ��	���	���	���	� ����
�
��

�������
���&�
��

������
��&�
���
��
���
��
&�
���
����������

�
�&�
�
���������������������������
����
�
'��������(
������
&����
���
�
&�
�
��
��
��)����
�
�������������
����������
���
�
���
��
&�
������������������������
����
��
�
�
�����
���
��
���
���
���
�

��������	�

��� �

���#�
��.
	
''
-�
�(#��/�'')
#00(�1
#���
��

��/(#)
1�.�
�/
0�-'
.,
��
�,
.
��	.'����( �


