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To serve the Catholic Church as an instrument of renewal; seeking to strengthen the Charismatic movement and
encourage conversion to Jesus Christ by promoting a deeper understanding of the Holy Spirit and
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All donations promote the work
of the Catholic Renewal Ser-
vices Prayer Breakfast, Semi-
nars, Conferences, and News-
letter Light the Fire. Catholic
Renewal Services issues
receipts for income tax purposes
(Please indicate if this receipt is
required).

Please make cheques payable
to Catholic Renewal Services
and mail to

Catholic Renewal Services
P.O. Box 62017
Edmonton, AB  T5M 4B5

Our email is:
renewal@ccredmonton.info
for your prayer requests,
suggestions; for event
announce-ments.

Visit our website at
www.ccredmonton.info

Dear Readers,

This is our 10" issue of “Light
the Fire” and | am very
pleased that the Lord has
blessed us with it, this long. It
gives us a chance to keep you
updated on the Charismatic
Renewal, and gives you the
opportunity to vent, if that is
what you wish to do.

As chairman of the Charis-
matic Renewal Network of Al-
berta (CRNA) | get to attend
various meetings across Can-
ada, and | am slowly but surely
getting a picture of the Renewal
in the Canadian Catholic
Church. In October, my wife,
Pat and | attended the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal Services
of Canada (CCRSC) semi-
annual meeting in Saint John,
NB. The chairperson of each
Province, is invited to attend
these retreat style meetings,
which lately have been chaired
by Father Dr. Peter Coughlin,
best known for his “Bread of
Life” Magazine, which is an
excellent source and a must

I'réSh Message of Living |
the Gospel to its Fullest |
Sunday April 29, 2007

10:00 am - 7:00 pm
Holy Family Parish

read for every Charismatic
Catholic (see application in this
issue). We dealt with many
subjects, such as: A National
Symposium  for Charismatic
Leaders; the History of the Ca-
nadian Renewal; the new Life in
the Spirit Retreat for Parishes;
Deliverance Conference; Re-
newal among the Youth, etc. If
you have any answers or ques-
tions, please contact our office.
Finally, without making this
long, | beg you to pray for the
Renewal and to start attending
its functions as many of you are
no longer “getting your lamps
lit” so to speak, in the Charis-
matic Renewal. Visit our web-
site:
www.ccredmonton.info

If you have a heart for the
Renewal, you must do more
than support it monetarily; to
put it bluntly: “use it or lose it.”
We will all meet the Lord face to
face; will He say to us: “Well
done good and faithful servant,
you supported the Renewal |
gave to my people and evangel-
ized many?” So, come back, we
need to train the young people;

St. Andrew's Centre Auditorium
12810 111 Avenue Edmonton

(75 Poirier Ave., St. Albert)

$5/person

For more info call

= Nick Simoni @ 45
~ Sponsored by Catholic Renewal Services

Ph (780) 428 -

perhaps you missed it, but the
youth put on the Father Suarez
Mass with Healing Service night
with our help.

“They remained faithful to
the teachings of the Apos
tles, the common life of
sharing, the breaking of
bread the prayers...
Each day they met together

and

in the temple area, but met
in their houses for the
breaking of the bread,
sharing their food gladly and
generously, and praising
God... and so were looked
up to by everyone... and that
is why everyday the Lord
added to their number.”

(Acts 42-47)
For Christ,

Tony Janssen

Chairman Catholic Renewal Services
of Edmonton

Chairman Catholic Renewal Network
of Alberta
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As we reflect on 40 years of

Catholic Charismatic Renewal,
we must recognize the signifi-
cant blessing the Pontificate of
John Paul Il was for this
movement. Like a good father,
he encouraged us when we
were young, and helped us to
grow as both he and we ad-
vanced in years.
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The challenges to CCR by Pope John Paul II:

Formation

by Jim Murphy

association that would care
only for its own. Rather, he
recognized that the CR was a
sovereign action of the Holy
Spirit, a gift from God for the
good of the entire Church. Our
Holy Father knew that the en-
tire Church needed what the
CR had to offer. Therefore he
called us to a maturity that
would allow us to serve all in
the Church and truly help build

Like a loving - — up _the body of
father,  John | “7The enthusiastic Christ.
Paul Il often . . . The Pontiff
counselled  us | fa1th which enfivens oo

and showed us
ways to grow
closer to the

your conununities
Is a great enrich-

as the key to
this maturity. He
urged us to

hord- %ge areg ment, but 1t 1s not consider  this
e addresse ) seriously, and
was the chal- | enough. It must be Strong|yy act in
L?”ge of forma- |\ sccompanied by a the  develop-
on.

Christian forma-

ment of people
within the Re-

“There is an | fgron...” newal. He out-
urgent need lined this a little
to  proclaim Pope John Paul IT | More clearly in
ith strenoth his address to
w1 g Charismatic
as well as to Leaders in June
have a solid and deep 1998:
Christian formation. How “The enthusiastic  faith

much need there is today
for mature Christian lead-
ers, who are aware of their
own vocation and mission
in the Church and in the
world! How much need
there is for living Christian
communities!... There is
now a new stage for the
growth of the movements,
that of ecclesial maturity.
Charismatic communities
are also called today to
take this step to ecclesial
maturity.”

Make no mistake, John
Paul 1l loved the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal. As a
good parent, he wanted to af-
firm us and yet take something
that was good and make it
better. John Paul Il saw the
Renewal not as a self-serving

which enlivens your com-
munities is a great enrich-

this does mnot happen,
there is a danger of super-
ficiality, extreme subjectiv-
ism and illusion.”

As we seek to be formed in

Light the Fire

acting on what we have heard
will take us far down the path of
maturity.

Worthy reception of the Sac-
raments: With the extraordi-
nary graces of-

maturity  with
the Renewal,
we would do
well to consider
key points of
our beloved fa-
ther’'s advice:

Faithful to the
Church’s
Magisterium:

Let us seriously
consider the role of
service God has
given us, and re-
solve to be formed
m maturity

fered to us
through the sac-
raments w have
a fast-track to
maturity! We
must participate
in the sacra-
ments as often
as possible in
order that we

Hopefully, by

this stage of our lives, we are
past the need to “do our own
thing.” We are part of the
Church; we are at the very
heart of the Church. We are not
trying to develop an alternative
Church, we are trying to love
and serve the Church that al-
ready exists, the Church estab-
lish by Jesus Christ. To be
sure, we have all seen the
flaws within the bride of Christ.
Yet as Christ has remained
faithful to her, so must we. The
Church demands of us, and
has the right to expect from us,
an unwavering loyalty to the
Magisterium.

ment, but it
is not
enough. It
must be ac
companied

by a Chris-
tian  forma-
tion which is

Hopefully, by this
stage of our lives,
we are past the
need to “do our
own thing.”

Life of prayer:

One of the cen-
tral elements of
CCR has been
a life of prayer.
Yet, we hon-
estly have to
recognize that it

solid, com-

prehensive and faithful to
the Church’s Magisterium:
a formation based upon a
life of prayer, upon listen-
ing to the Word of God,
and upon worthy recep-
tion of the Sacraments, es-
pecially Reconciliation and
Eucharist. To mature in
faith, we have to grow in
knowledge of its truths. If

is all too easy to
abandon prayer due to the de-
mands of life and ministry. Here
is a fact: One can not be
formed in maturity if one is un-
willing to be formed in prayer.

Listening to the Word of God:

What wisdom lies within the
pages of this Holy Book! The
very wisdom of God! If we truly
want to mature, we must allow
ourselves to be formed by what
God speaks to us. The very
effort of listening, and then

will be formed in
the Spirit of God.

All efforts of formation must
include helping people appro-
priate these four key elements
into their lives: A sincere love
and relationship with the
Church, a life of prayer, listen-
ing to and following the Word of
God, and worthily receiving the
sacraments.

Can you imagine the fruit
that would be born in our lives if
everyone in the CCR put these
four areas among their priori-
ties? What blessings we would
experience! How the Church
would prosper!

If for no other reason than
for the love of a great father
who walked with us for so
many years, let us seriously
consider the role of service
God has given us, and resolve
to be formed in maturity, that
we may be a blessing to the
Church and prove ourselves
the grateful sons and daughters

of John Paul II. 357

(Taken from “ICCRS Newsletter,”
Volume XXXII, Number 5, Novem-
ber-December 2006. English ver-
sion. Published by the International
Catholic Charismatic Renewal Ser-
vices)
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AJar— Fstablishing Cod’s Kingdom — is in THE NOw

by Mrs. Edwidge Gouin

We have been told to open
wide the door to the Redeemer.

Opening wide the door
means to welcome wholeheart-
edly someone’s visit and not to
simply ajar* the door, which
means to allow the Holy Spirit
of God to simply have a peek.
Barely can He visualize one’s
intent of the heart as He is not
really and truly welcome into
the whole dwelling place, which
is your heart.

It's like someone coming to
your door surprising you, unex-
pectedly, and you go to the
door, see who it is, and being
so busy and occupied with your
own programs and agendas,
passes the remark “Well how
nice to see you. What a sur-
prise. | did not expect this, but
could you perhaps possibly
consider dropping in another
time?” Politely you acknowl-
edge their unwelcome surprise
visit.

Yes. You may be busy, |
repeat, with your own agendas,
your own programs, but what if
that unexpected visit will not be
repeated? Who knows? What
can happen next? Opportuni-
ties sometimes knock only once
at one’s life-door. Such a visi-
tation may not, and perhaps will
not be repeated! They say that
the Hound of Heaven continues
to pursue but what wonderful
opportunities have been
missed by one’s spirit of busy-
ness and indifference.

What utter disappointment
has the Third Person of the
Blessed Trinity, the Triune God
experienced throughout the
world and through the years;
passitivity, lukewarmedness,
indifference and often refusal of
His enabling and comforting
willingness to help us. He has
been refused and ignored.
Rightfully so, He was named by
Christ Jesus himself as the
COMFORTER, the PARACLETE, the
HELPER, the ENABLER, the
TEACHER, the GuiDE, the
PROTECTOR, the One who would
be the Reminder of who Jesus
is, of who Christ is Himself, the
Way, the Truth, and the Life. It
is He, the Holy Spirit, who would
also convict us of sins.

Jesus said it is the Spirit
that gives life, life abundantly,
and to the full. He will teach
you, guide you, protect you
from sin, from untruth, from
error. He will impart discern-
ment, wisdom, of spirits, divide
between evil and good. He will
direct your path. Look beyond
your myopic vision, your
nearsightedness. It is He who

Opening wide the
door meansto wel-
come wholeheartedly
someone’s visit

will teach you, convince you to
be child-like and not childish,
to become teachable, to risk
being committed with humility
and dignity. Not to pride your-
self of your accomplishments,
your works, but to render ac-
countability where credit is due.
To honor, to glorify, and to
praise the only Creator and
Giver of life and all talents and
gifts. He it is from whence all
good things flow, as a mighty
river of Life. The Alpha. The
Omega. The beginning and the
end.

The immortal One: let us
acknowledge and recognize
God Sovereignty Sublime

Come Holy Spirit of God,
to Dbrood
over the darkness, over the

who continues

void, the emptiness of a sin-

ful world.

Come. Maranatha Come

Lord Jesus Come

Spirit of the living God,
breath over the vastness of
the void and emptiness of
so many lives, souls in need
of redemption, of
birth, new life.

new

Come to re-establish Your
kingdom, Your residency,
Your abode in our hearts.

¥

Amen.

(*) Ajar means slightly open.
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Sponsored by

i Catholic Renewal Services mmings April 27 & 28, 2007

\ P.O. Box 62017 St. Andrew’s Centre Auditorium
Ph.: (780) 428-1601 ﬁ&(‘}itp esk i
Fax: (780) 424-0176 Confer "‘ ' Registration Form

E-Mail: renewal@ccredmonton.info
URL: www.ccredmonton.info

Name: Phone:
Address: Postal Code:
City: Province:
E-Mail:

How did you learn about this Conference?

O Prayer Breakfast [ www.ccredmontob.info [0 Newspaper (specify) O Relative/Friend

O Church Bulletin/Board O Priest/Pastor [ Other (specify) O No answer

Cost: $40 per person, including Saturday lunch.

Please make cheque payable to:  Catholic Renewal Services
P.O. Box 62017
Edmonton, AB  T5M 4B5

Prayer Breakfast
’i— = Donations will be gratefully appreciated to 2" Saturday of the month
c@" defray cost of publishing this newsletter Chateau Louis Conference Centre @ 9:00 Am
Ticket Reservation: 455-4470 (Gerry)

or 466-3890 (Jeannette)
Cost: $12 each (full buffet) Priests get in FREE!!
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Carmen Humphrey

June 16, 2007
Annunciation Church

Now available in more The River of Life conference
items: rosaries, pendants, Sept@m“)w 98 & 29? 2007

pins. key chains, and dog

with é',%

tags. Bishop Sam Jacobs - Fr. Dennis Phaneuf - John Connelly 51 @ »

The sale of these items helps
the International  Catholic
Charismatic Renewal Services
(ICCRS) in Rome to defray
costs.

Mayfield Trade Centre

You don't want to miss this opportunity to bathe in the River of God!




