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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
As part of our bi-annual Catholic Renewal 
Network of Alberta  (CRNA) meeting, we, 
your representatives, usually attend a 
prayer meeting with the hosting area, the 
night prior, in an effort to get to know those 
in the Renewal whom we might otherwise 
not meet. We also learn how others run 
their prayer meetings, their attendance 
and participation. Our recent meeting was 
hosted by the Calgary area, and we met 
with about 60 people from various prayer 
groups around the city.  

I was asked by the hosting Chairperson, 
Teresa van Kampen, to share on the 
activities in Canada, as I have been 
meeting with the Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal Services of Canada  (CCRSC), 
twice yearly, over my 3 year term as 
Alberta Chairman. The Lord told me to 
open scriptures and speak on Peter’s 
message in Acts 2:14-21 and I asked 
them: “How is your vision?” Are you 
having any visions, dreams or prophecies? 
Peter was repeating the prophecy which 
came from Joel 3:1-5, saying that it was 
meant for us in the Messianic time. We 
must not stop listening to God’s 
promptings.  

 

It was through prayer and listening to the 
Holy Spirit that the JPII Bible School  
came about, or Ephphata House , or 
Family Life Ministries , or the Live-in s 
and many more endeavours. In Montreal, 
they have a traveling Healing Ministry that 
goes from Parish to Parish; in Toronto, 
there will be a National Charismatic Con-
ference  in 2009; in Ontario the “Life in 
the Spirit Retreat for Parishes ” is flour-
ishing and Priests are requesting semi-
nars; in Atlantic Canada, the Steubenville 
Atlantic  for the young drew a thousand 
people; in Vancouver, the Renewal is 
hosting a workshop with the Archbishop 
on Charisms in the church. Internationally, 
International Catholic Charismatic Re-
newal Services (ICCRS) just finished a 
colloquium on Charisms  with other lay 
communities at the Vatican; planning the 
world Retreat for Priests  in Jerusalem; 
conducting the School of Healing 
Prayers  in Jacksonville, Florida with the 
McNutts.  

Did I hear you say that the Renewal is 
dying? Are you sure it’s not you? God 
Bless. 
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                                  Chairman, CRS 
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All donations promote the work of 
the ��������	 
���
��	 ����
�����  Prayer Breakfast, Semi-
nars, Conferences, and News-
letter ������ ���� ��	� . Catholic 
Renewal Services issues receipts 
for income tax purposes (Please 
indicate if this receipt is required). 

Please make cheques payable to 
Catholic Renewal Services  and 
mail to 
 

Catholic Renewal Services 
P.O. Box 62017 

Edmonton, AB     T5M 4B5 
 
Our email is: 

renewal@ccredmonton.info 
for your prayer requests, sugges-
tions; for event announcements. 
 
Visit our website at 

www.ccredmonton.info 
 

God bless you! 

Words  of 
Wisdom 

Words of 
Knowledge 

Faith 

Tongues 

Discernment 
of spirits 

Healing 

Prophecy  

Interpreting 
Tongues 
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by Corrine (Cory) Yakimovich  

This write up will focus on the charis-
matic gift of Tongues.   

Spiritual gifts from our Lord are called 
“charisms”. The following quotation 
comes from The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, paragraph 799-800: 

 “Whether extraordinary or simple and 
humble, charisms are graces of the 

Holy Spirit which directly or indirectly 
benefit the Church, ordered as they are 
to her building up, to the good of men, 
and to the needs of the world.  
Charisms are to be accepted with 
gratitude by the person who receives 
them and by all members of the Church 
as well. They are a wonderfully rich 
grace for the apostolic vitality and for 
the holiness of the entire Body of 
Christ, provided they really are genuine 
gifts of the Holy Spirit and are used in 
full conformity with authentic prompt-
ings of this same Spirit, that is, in 
keeping with charity, the true measure 
of all charisms.” 

There are two elements necessary in 
order for the gifts of the Holy Spirit to 
become active in a person’s life:  

1) Faith in the possibility that the Holy 
Spirit would want to give us these gifts 
and  

2) Openness to the Holy Spirit and the 
courage to act.   

Pope John Paul II in Rome, May 1998 
made the following statement: 

“Open yourselves docilely to the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit! Accept 
gratefully and obediently the 
charisms which the Spirit never 
ceases to bestow on us!” 

Pope John Paul II himself prayed for 
the gift of Tongues and when he re-
ceived them he was very excited.  What 
is this gift of tongues? 

The gift of Tongues is a prayer lan-
guage.   It is not a linguistic ability nor is 
it the ability to comprehend languages; 
it is the God given ability to speak in 
many and diverse languages that one 
has neither heard nor learned before 
but in which one is magnifying the Lord. 
Acts 10: 44-46 says,  

“While Peter was still speaking the 
Holy Spirit came down on all the 
listeners.   Jewish believers who 
had accompanied Peter were all 
astonished that the gift of the Holy 
Spirit would be poured out on the 
pagans too, since they could hear 
them speaking strange  languages 
and proclaiming the greatness of 
God.”  

The people began to speak with other  
languages. Tongues is a spontaneous 
inspired utterance by the Holy Spirit in 
which we use our voice according to 
the Spirit’s prompting.   To speak or 
sing in Tongues or “to pray in the 
Spirit,” is what happens when a be-
liever allows the indwelling Spirit to 
guide the form of the words he/she 
utters. 

The gift of Tongues is often initially re-
ceived at the time a person is “baptized 
in the Holy Spirit,” but, it is not unusual 
that it is received at a later time, as one 
grows in freedom and closeness to the 
Lord. It is possible to receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit without speaking in other 
Tongues, but this gift is evidence that 
we have received the Holy Spirit.  Re-
ceiving the Holy Spirit without speaking 
in Tongues is akin to receiving the gift 
package but not actually opening it up. 
There is no set rule in how one re-
ceives the fullness of the Holy Spirit but 
once a person does they can begin to 
speak  in other languages. 

The gift of Tongues is like a doorway to 
receiving the remainder of the other 
gifts. If we are called to ministry (as we 
all are) there is a great need to operate 
in the gift of Tongues, if we are going to 

exercise the other gifts.   In 1Cor14:2 
Saint Paul tells the people of Corinth 
that they do not grasp the significance 
of the words that they are speaking.  

“Anybody with the gift of Tongues 
speaks to God, but not to other 
people; because nobody under-
stands him when he talks in the 
spirit about mysterious things.”  

He then goes on to say,  

“I thank my God that I speak with 
tongues more than any of you.”  

So, Saint Paul spoke in Tongues and 
was very grateful for this gift from our 
Lord. 

Tongues express a verbal intimacy with 
God and provide a whole new dimen-
sion in one’s personal prayer life. Only 
God can understand our prayer, 
although the person praying will have a 
sense of the prayer as to whether it is 
praise, intercession or exhortation and 
whom they are praying for. Romans 
8:26 says, 

“We do not know what we ought to 
pray, but the Spirit intercedes for us 
with groans and utterances words 
cannot express.”  

If I pray in an unknown language I am 
speaking secret truths and mysteries; 
glorifying God. This is a heavenly lan-
guage which bypasses our intellect (so 
that it does not get in the way) and 
speaks directly with our Lord. 

The human person is more than their 
intellect; their entire being needs to 
voice itself to God. Praying in Tongues, 
many have discovered, achieves this 
goal while praying in ones own lan- 

(Continue on page 3 as Tongues ) 
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by Joseph Charbonneau* 

Am I a prophet?   This is the question!!!  
How do I know the answer? 

To find the answer we need to turn to 
Matt.7:7-8. Have you asked the Lord for this 
gift?  

The answer should be YES!!! In 1 Co. 14:1 
we are told  

"Pursue love and strive for the Spiritual 
gifts and especially that you may 
prophesy."  

So you want to know if you can be a 
prophet. Yes is the answer! Matthew tells us 

"Ask and it will be given to you; search 
and you will find; knock, and the door 
will be open to you. For everyone who 
asks, receives, and everyone who 
searches, finds, and for everyone who 
knocks the door will be opened." 
(Matt.7:7-8)  

We are also told in verse 11 

 "How much more will the Father in 
heaven give good things to those who 
ask him!" 

When you accepted the Lord Jesus into 
your life you became  

"citizens with the saints and also 
members of the household of God." 
(Eph.2:19)  

"In him the whole structure is joined 
together and grows into a holy temple 
in the Lord, in whom you also are built 
together spiritually into a dwelling place 
of God." (Eph.2:21-22) 

In 1 Co.12:31 we are told to strive for the 
greater gifts as listed in 1 Co.12:28; first is 
apostle, second is prophet and third is 
teacher. Since we are members of the 
household of God, and since He wants us 
to have His gifts, for they are good things, 
and since we are told in particular to strive 
for prophecy, we are commanded by God in 
Matt. 7:7 to seek out his gift. 

It would therefore be logical that we are 
worthy of his gifts for we have been com-
manded to reach out and receive these gifts 
for ourselves. 

 

Why does God go to such lengths to 
give the gift of prophecy? 

God wants us to know His presence in our 
community. The prophet brings God's word 
to the community. His word may be for ex-
ample solace, comfort, blessing, rejoicing, 

admonition, a statement of love and/or cor-
rection, or some other word for the commu-
nity. The important thing is that God wants 
to communicate to us what we need to hear 
or know; that we may live and follow faith-
fully his desire for our lives.  The prophet 
speaks God's word to the community. The 
prophet is the messenger of God. The 
community is the discerner of the word. 

"Do not despise the words of the 
prophet, but test everything; hold fast to 
what is good." (1 Thes.5:19-20) 

 
 
As a prophet we are called to live the word 
of God. We need to be holy and prayerful. 
We need to be sacramental. We need to 
keep the spirit of the Lord Jesus alive in us 
so that the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, who 
has written his words upon our hearts 
(Heb.10:16), may be heard and discerned 
when he wants to speak through us. I tell 
you, be assured that the Lord is anxious to 
speak to his people for he knows that we 
need his support, strength and guidance 
and at times his chastisement to make it 

 
(Continue on page 4 as Prophecy ) 
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guage does not. Tongues is the prayer 
of the subconscious, expressing the 
inexpressible, enabling our whole being 
to reach beyond itself; to escape from 
its limitations into the vastness of God’s 
love. Those who have received this gift 
testify that it helps them when their own 
words seem cheap or inadequate, when 
they do not know exactly what to pray for 
because their minds are in turmoil their 
wills tempted or they are depressed, 
anxious or weary. Romans 8:26 says, 

“The Spirit too comes to help us in 
our weakness.   For when we can-
not choose words in order to pray 
properly, the Spirit himself ex-
presses our plea in a way that 
could never be put into words, and 
God who knows everything in our 
hearts knows perfectly well what he 
means, and that the pleas of the 
saints expressed by the Spirit are 
according to the mind of God.” 

In 1 Corinthians 14:4 we are told that 
this gift of Tongues is used to edify 
oneself while the other gifts are used to 
build up the community. This is true, 
but in order to exercise the other gifts of 
the Holy Spirit we need to be built up in 
faith and the gift of Tongues helps us to 
do just that. Faith grows when I am built 
up in God’s ability to accomplish what 
He says He will do.   The other gifts of 
the Spirit require faith in order to 
operate in them. We are not seeing the 
power and the manifestations of God 
because we go through the motions of 
playing church but are not built up in 
our belief that when we lay hands on 
others they will be healed. We must 
build ourselves up first in faith and then 
we can begin to build up the church. 
We can never take anyone any higher 
than we are ourselves. Jude verse 20 
says,  

“But you, my dear friends, must use 
your most holy faith as your foundation 

and build on that, praying in the 
Holy Spirit; keep yourselves within 
the love of God and wait for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
give you eternal life.” 

As stated at the beginning there are 
two elements necessary in order for the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit to become active 
in a person’s life:  

1) Faith in the possibility that the Holy 
Spirit would want to give us these gifts 
and  

2) Openness to the Holy Spirit and the 
courage to act. 

Praying in the Spirit involves the 
intellect, will and emotions. One must 
be willing to step out in faith in the use 
of this gift by making the choice with 
your mind to listen to the word of God 
and then actively engage your will to 

 
(Continue on page 4 as Tongues ) 
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possible for us to answer his call. We are 
called as Paul says to win the race and to 
attain the prize which is eternity with our 
Lord and God. 

 How does a prophet hear the word of 
God?  

God makes himself heard in many different 
ways. His method will vary from person to 
person. Some will hear a word within and 
know that God has put this word there and 
know that they have to proclaim it. Some 
will get only the beginning of a word and as 
they speak it out the remainder of the mes-
sage will come. Some will get an image or 
vision they are given to share or on which to 
elaborate. Some will receive a scripture 

verse that leads to a word form God. Some 
will experience an intense feeling which 
God wants to share (Love, Joy, Sadness, 
etc.). Some may be able to read the mes-
sage as God will print it before their eyes to 
see. These are only a few examples. The 
method that God uses to bring his prophetic 
word to us is as diverse as those chosen to 
deliver the prophetic word. We must be 
open to receive, for indeed God will send us 
his word, his prophetic message. We 
remember what Jesus told the apostles 
when they asked who could go to heaven 
and he replied that for man it is impossible 
but for God all things are possible. For this 
reason God desires to speak to us and he 
uses his gift of prophecy to make the 
impossible possible. 

There are some important things to re-
member. As a prophet we have received a


gift from God. Like all gifts from God we 
have authority over the gift. God has given 
us a free will so that we may be able to 
LOVE. Free will also gives us choice. God 
does not force any gift on us, but if we say 
“yes”, He will freely and abundantly give it to 
us as we ask for and openly receive from 
Him. The gifts given freely by God are for 
the growth of the community, they are also 
to be used in an orderly method. In 1 Co. 
14:26-39 we are shown how we should 
respond responsibly to God's promptings. 

"The spirits of prophets are subject to 
the prophet, for God is a God not of 
disorder, but of peace." (1 Cor.14:32) 

This means that there is a right time and 
place for God's word of prophecy. As a 
prophet we are required to proclaim what 
God has given, and we are also responsible 
to give the word at the proper time and 
place. With maturity and discernment as a 
prophet we will grow in orderly use of our 
gift. It is not usually right to blurt out a word 
but to hold until time and circumstances 
urge us to speak. As an example; in a 
prayer meeting, there is a time set aside for 
God's word to be spoken. As another ex-
ample; the word may be given for a specific 
group or person and therefore it should only 
be spoken to them. A prophetic word should 
not disrupt worship, although it may 
enhance worship, it should be scripturally 
sound and the fruits of the word should 
reflect (Gal. 5:22ff). 

Another important thing to remember is that 
a prophet speaks that what they are given.  

The community discerns that word!!! God 
chose us as a vessel, but we must remem-
ber that we are human and spirit. God has 
chosen to use an imperfect vessel to de-
liver, to express, the contents of His mes-
sage. We deliver as best we can compre-
hend what we are given, but there will al-
ways be a bit of self in with God's message. 
As we grow in our relationship with God and 

in the use of his gift we will be able to be 
more of God and less of our self. This is not 
condemnation of the prophet or the 
prophecy given but a reality check. This is 
the reason we are told in scripture that the 
community must exercise discernment. 

 
The community’s role in discernment is also 
important to discern when someone might 
attempt to cloak their own ideas in the form 
of prophecy. The devil may also try to bring 
false prophecy into a community, but if the 
gift of discernment is used these false 
words will be shown for what they are for 
they will come directly into conflict with the 
Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit will provide the 
wisdom to the community that desires 
wisdom. We must remember that the victory 
has been won by Jesus' obedient death on 
the cross which has broken the dominion of 
sin and death and has delivered us from 
bondage and set us free to be saints and 
members of the household of God. (Eph. 
2:19) 

 I ask you now to take to heart these words 
and if you haven't as yet asked God as in 
Matt.7:7 for this gift that you right this mo-
ment come before Jesus and say to him - 
Lord I am sorry I have not listened to your 
desire for my life, I ask you now to touch my 
heart and to open me up to your gift of 
PROPHECY as it is your desire for me to 
have this gift. I thank you for this gift that 
you have now given to me and ask for the 
grace to use this gift for your service, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
AMEN!!! 

( * ) Joe is a member and co-leader of 
the “Light of Christ” Prayer Group 
which meets at St. Theresa’s Church 
in Millwoods, Edmonton, Alberta 


�����	
 (from page 3) 

enter into this prayer language with 
fervour and emotion. 

Gatherings of believers whom operate 
in this gift will also naturally utilize this 
ability when in worship and allow the 
Holy Spirit to begin praying in them.   
This then becomes a means of 
glorifying our Lord when in a public 
setting. This gift can also be used in a 
group setting for the service of the 
community. In this case, someone who 
believes that the Spirit is urging him/her 
will speak aloud for several seconds in 
Tongues. A hush will descend upon the 
group as they then pray and wait for the


interpretation of the tongue spoken, 
which usually follows within a few min-
utes. When given, it is not a direct 
translation, it is an interpretation, but 
equal to prophecy. Such messages are 
considered to be from God only after 
the community exercises discernment 
or spiritual judgement on them.   When 
the gift of Tongues is used aloud in a 
gathering (remember its usual purpose 
is the edifying of oneself) it is more in 
line with words of correction, consola-
tion, encouragement and exhortation 
for the group. The translation of the gift 
of Tongues will always line up with 
scripture.    

Finally in closing, we should remember 
Ephesians 6:18  

“Pray all the time, asking for what 
you need, praying in the Spirit on 
every possible occasion.” 
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May 23-24, 2009 

Our Lady of Victory Camp 
 

Plan your weekend with friends and relatives. 

JPII Bible school students will do the youth 
stream for all ages. 

Cost: $50.00 per person    $150.00 per Family 
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