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Chair

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Renewal,

Another winter has passed, and we
have just finished our Pentecost
celebration, May 10. We had our Prayer
Breakfast in the morning with Praise and
worship by our faitt
Spring, (C7. ¢yearg.. Our guest
speaker was our own Cory Yakimovich
who gave a Afrom th
the evening about ninety people enjoyed
Deacon Alex Jones, who spoke about his
conversion process to the Catholic Church.
He gave us hope in what we stand for and
told us to never give up. We also had a
very successful Life in the Spirit Seminar
at our Renewal Center in the Knights of
Columbus Hall, and | personally will have
attended the National Provincial Leaders
meeting in Mississauga, Ontario, which |
will cover in our next issue. But, | want to
take you back to our Fall CCRSC meeting,
held in Winnipeg, and share on the topic:

Where Is the Spirit Leading Us?

These observations were offered by Dr.
Fr. Peter Coughlin, who has been in the
Renewal for many years, has written
several books and who gives credit to the
Holy Spirit and the Catholic Charismatic
Renewal for his priesthood. He is also the
founder of the only Charismatic Publication
in Canada, AThe Bre;
In his Parish (St. Andrew-Oakville, ON)
they have an Ecumenical prayer group, a
regular prayer group and a healing Ministry
group, and they are not all the same
people and he basically attends only one
on a regular basis. He says that at this
point the Renewal needs to look at:
Attitude, Leadership and Promotion.

A. Attitude: Show your lives as prayer
and service to the church, and break the
attitude that we are somehow better
because we have the Renewal and stop
blaming the church and the priests for not
accepting the Renewal. If the prayer
groups were larger when a priest was
attending, the people were most likely
coming for the wrong reasons.

manos Messag

B. Leadership: Leaders need to use their
imagination. Come to grips with the reality
of todayos R. C. Ch
Light a Fire! Instruction is needed; conduct
small group workshops on spiritual gifts.
Look for new | eader s
fuzzy and choosy, unless they want to be
leaders for the wrong reasons. Ask people
to participate, especially if they have
certain gifts. Prayer Group people need a
sense of purpose, give them a job to do;
especially new people, as often there is no
teaching and after 2 or 3 weeks they drop
off for lack of purpose; just a ritual etc.

Change the format of your Prayer
Meetings, to keep people from getting
bored; not mi ssing
come. Have six or si
not bringing their Bibles, get some and put
them on their chairs. Start a LISS in your
parish.

Get people to pray for each other,
perhaps put names in a basket and get
them to pick out a name to pray for that
week.

C. Promotion: Step out in Faith and offer
special things, such as the new workshop
on Charisms which Deacon Armand Danis
will bring to us in November, to the whole
parish. Bring Catholic Renewal information
to your pastor. Are we waiting for people to
come or do we ask them? Jesus sent them
two by two! Seeds need to scatter.
(Sometimes it takes a long time.) Discern
where to plant while looking for the harvest.
(Mat 9:37-38.) Go boldly where you have
not gone before. Which generation do we
approach, younger or middle group?
Where is the need? Why not a life in the
Spirit seminar in an Old age home, prepare
them before they die! Encourage members
to join the Parish Hospitality Ministry and
Pastoral ministry. See you in church!

God Bless!

Tony Janssen
Chairman (CRS & CRNA)
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Light the Fire

A Pentecost Celebration

Our celebration began with Praise and
Worship led by Day Spring CCR at the
monthly breakfast at the Chateau Louis
Conference Centre,

The Morning Blessing

Cory Yakimovich shared her testimony
how the Holy Spirit touched her and changed
her life. Her journey began with the baptism
of her first child that brought her back to the
practice of her Catholic Faith. It was only the
beginning of a search for a deeper walk with
the Lord.

Cory joined a Bible study facilitated by
Gerry DeCruyenaere and other members of
the Charismatic Renewal where she re-
ceived answers to many questions, counsel

Al pray J
Lord of your life, will
fill you with His Holy
Spirit

and prayers. They invited her to a healing
retreat with Father McDonough. During the
Sacrament of Reconciliation, he prayed this
prayer with her fi | pray Jesus
your life, wi || f i IShe
felt the presence of the Lord. Later, in her
home, she cried out to the Lord to reveal
Himself to her and immediately knew His
love and was filled with tremendous joy; a joy
which has never left her. She was
transformed into the beautiful, godly woman
we know that radiates the love of Jesus
wherever she goes.

by Aline Garneau*
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Cory has many gifts of the Holy Spirit.
She is very active in her parish and ministers
to many patients through her job.

——

The Evening Blessing

In the evening, at
we were again led in Praise and Worship by
Day Spring CCR. We heard how Deacon

Alex Jones di scovered the
priceo in his faith
of the Hidden Treasur

him everything to leave his Pentecostal roots
of 50 years, and the church where he had
served for 25 years as a Pastor, to embrace
the Catholic Faith.

It all began with a Bible Study he was
teaching. He wanted to know and teach how
the Early Church worshipped. As he studied
the Early Church Fathers, he was amazed to
discover it was the Catholic Mass. After a
year and a half of teachings on the Early
Church Fathers and holding worship services
that he callilced (AfaBdolEc
Missal) he knew that he had to join the
Catholic Church: the Tradition handed on by
the Apostles.

It was not easy to leave the church he
loved, where he had been blessed and had
seen the Lord answer many prayers. He, his
family and 65 of his congregation converted.
What a witness! g

Catholic Renewal Services

Life in the Spirit Seminar

O ur latest LISS was held April 25 & 26,
and the 6th and 7th Sessions were held on
May 1, at the Knights of Columbus Hall, on
111 Ave and 127 St., Edmonton.

It was a very
Seminar, with great talks, great music, great
sharing, and even greater Baptisms in the
Spirit, a session full of anointing, led by
Father Dan Wach. There was Reconciliation
prior, with Father Paul Moret and Father Vic
Perron. AbBUSY o

fioB akci kn

Several lives were turned around and
many little fires were lit. We thank you for
praying for this successful event, and hope
for even more participation at the next one,
which is at:

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 5113 i 49
Ave., Wetaskiwin is hosting a LISS on June
20th & 21st, 2008. If you are able, please
come to pray with people Saturday night the
21st for the fABaptisnm
iRel ease of the Ho@y

Leadings of the Holy Spirit

1. The Kingdom of God
is the only way man
is set free

A call to holiness

A call to empower
laity for ministry

W

Let us ask ourselves how much do we
treasure out Catholic Faith, our Liturgy, our
worship in our Eucharistic Celebrations.

Deacon Alex Jones closed with four

ways the Holy Spirit is leading us:
1. The Kingdom of God (Gospel) is the
only way man is set free. We need

new ways to dialog with modern man
using the media, etc.

A call to holiness, holy nation, set
apart. We <candt g
have.

3. A call to empower laity for ministry. A
people with hearts on fire by the
Holy Spirit, working for the Lord with
joy that will spread in our society.

A call to evangelize in the commu-

nity, at work and with friends, asking
others Aif you di
know where you wc

have to know and beligve that faith
in Jesus us what savesg

(*) Aline is member offtlight of Chrigtrayer

Groupat St . ThEdmen®wm 6 s
Get your @
Cross of the Renewal | ¢

Life in the Spi rit Seminar
Sacred Heart Catholic Church,
Wetaskiwin

& (51131 49 Ave.)

June 20 & 21, 2008
Starting 7:30Pm

T Prayer Support needé\\‘
Phone Tony @ 963434y
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T his was a Spirit filled weekend put on by
the Catholic Renewal Network of Alberta
(CRNA) consisting of two workshops one for
musicians and one for leaders. | attended
sessions in both. The weekend started with
Praise & Worship with i Prv i d e n Ste
Thomas of Aquinas sai
well, prays twice. o
of ministry of leading worship and said, we
are unworthy of this gift and we need to
return it to the Lord with an attitude of
gratitude. There is a danger of falling into
pride which
and allow the Holy Spirit fine tune your work.
I't is important to pr
ask the Guardian Angels to teach us how to
pray and sing. Pray for a deepening and
maturity of your gift. Music which is anointed
can be a powerful instrument of healing,
reconciliation, up-building and yielding to the
Spirit. It allows God to touch the spirit, going
beyond the thoughts and emotions to
minister to His people.

Teresa van Kampen gave a motivational
talk on Orthodoxy, Fidelity and Obedience.
Through the Catholic Catechism we will find
the answer to any question we have, she
encouraged us to get to know our Catholic
faith and stop being ashamed of being
Catholic. We are Spirit filled Catholics and
we are to be proud and defend the Mother
Church. Let the Holy Spirit inspire you and
you will speak with a Holy boldness. Only in
the Catholic Church can one who has
committed unspeakable acts come to have
their sins forgiven in the Sacrament of
reconciliation. Jesus had His flesh ripped by
whips; he was beaten, kicked and spat upon.
Drained of all energy and most of His blood,
dying as He carried His cross, Jesus still
took time to minister to the women on the
side of the road and He ministered to Simon
as He carried the cross. While nailed on
the cross He ministered and when it
was all said and done He asked

compr omi s
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by Debbie Barker*

the Father to forgive them. We need to
forgive and love the way He does and min-
ister to our fellow men and bring them to
Christ. Al ways spea
set the captives free from the bonds of sin, if
said in love and gentleness. People may get
angry, but their spirit will recognize the Truth
and be set free.

Saturday night we celebrated the feast
of Corpus Christi with a very Spirit-filled
Mass presided by Fr. Paul Moret.

Peter Thompson gave a talk on making
Pentecost a normal experience in the lives of
Catholics everywhere. Pope Benedict has
sai d At hat -digcover Baptbm in
the Spirit that we need t o ©be
Baptism in the Spirit is very Biblical as per
Mat . 3: 11, ol bapti ze
that you have repented, but the one who will
come after me will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. o al
Jn 1:33. He mentioned that Pope John Il
prayed for the gift of tongues and when he
received it he was very excited. We need to
call upon the Holy Spirit and allow Him to
transform our lives.

The weekend ended with FARISE, dvith
Fr. Alfredo Pereira and A Prdevn ¢ & |
beautiful form of Benediction filled with
praise and worship and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament. | believe many healings
manifested from this session, emotionally,
spiritually and physical. Everyone was truly
blessed.

| thoroughly enjoyed this weekend and
learned a lot. The Lord is continually healing
areas in my life and showed what | must do
to help my children.
wait for next year. g

(*) Debbie is member of th8Alive in the Spirid
Prayer Group at Holy Trinity Parish, Spruce Grove
Stony Plain and a member ofCatholic Renewal
ServicesPastoral Team

ICCRS School of Healing Prayers fordaers
October 20-25, 2008

Francis & Judith McNutt

Jacksonville, FL

Cost:
US$400 (single)
US$750 (married couples)

(presenters)

Registration:

www.iccrs.org or
www.christianhealingmin.org
Ph: (904) 765-3332

Light the Fire
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A Testimony

| received an email from a young wife
and mother who attended the weekend and
she gave me permission to edit and publish
her sharing.

This short mes sage is to thank you for
the great week end. We witnessed the re -
birth of our family's spiritual life. Before
and During the Arise ceremony, | finally
"saw" and felt the Body of Christ in the
consecrated bread. (Almost fell on my face
when the Priest passe d in front of me at
the beginning of the procession.) When we
were praising God before the procession |
had an incredibly clear vision. | opened my
eyes, closed them, looked around, and still
was seeing it. It came in stages. The floor
became like red hot coal, almost like a pool
of red hot lava. When | say red, | mean
more like red -orange with some shining
yellow in the middle. Then the walls and the
roof became Orange -Red flames all around
us. Although it looked quite hot, it felt only
warm. Then | did no t see people anymore. |
saw bushes instead. The bushes were on
fire but were not consumed by it. There
were many bushes, all burning under the
same flame but not consumed. | sin cerely
don't know how long this lasted, it could be
seconds, it could be minut es but it was like
time did not really matter. It was beyond
understanding; we were those bushes,
burning with the fire of the Spirit. A fire
that did not consume us, but that unified
us, reconciled us with God.

It suddenly struck me: Nothing, abso -
lutely nothing matters when we are one with
God; nothing is so important that we would
break this unity. Life as we see it does not
really matter, just God. Every thing comes
from and goes to Him. All that matters is
God. All that matters is our "Oneness" with
Him. | was suddenly at peace. | stopped
worrying. | stopped stressing over things.

Life is life. It will have all kinds of ups
and downs. But at the end of the day, what
only matters is God's love. | am different
because of that truth. It is so simple,
so powerful. g

yet




